
 

Vladimir Kolesnikov was born in St. Petersburg, Russia and trained at the Vaganova Ballet Academy. 

After joining the Kirov ballet, Vladimir was promoted to Principal Dancer and toured with the company 

throughout the world. In 1986, Vladimir received a Master’s degree in ballet pedagogy from the 

Vaganova Academy and embarked on a teaching career while continuing to perform with the Kirov 

Ballet. In 1992, Vladimir was invited to join the faculty of the Universal Ballet Academy in Washington, 

DC and then to Boston Ballet, where he taught graduate level classical and character dance. Vladimir 

was on the faculty of Debbie Allen Dance Academy from 2001-2008, and is currently the Artistic Director 

of the Pacific Coast Academy of Dance in San Clemente. In addition to teaching, Vladimir was involved in 

staging many projects around the U.S., including working as an assistant choreographer to Kevin 

McKenzie at ABT. 


